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of the Black Belt, with less enthusiasm and hope,
but with quite the same docility as in 1868, began
to vote as the Democratic leaders directed. This
practice brought up in another form the question
of "negro government" and resulted in a demand
from the people of the white counties that the
negro be put entirely out of politics. The answer
came between 1890 to 1902 in the form of new
and complicated election laws or new constitutions
which in various ways shut out the negro from the
polls and left the government to the whites. Three
times have the Black Belt regions dominated the
Southern States: under slavery, when the master
class controlled; under reconstruction, when the
leaders of the negroes had their own way; and
after reconstruction until negro disfranchisement,
when the Democratic dictators of the negro vote
ruled fairly but not always acceptably to the
white counties which are now the source of their
political power.